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entertainment sector and curtailed all activity since the last fifteen days of March. Gildhall Rena|ssance Project. We are very grateful to the Council for their Support
and continued investment as landlords.
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The year was one of promise, development, and growth. We had our second f oA . R ) p LA A 4 A A
Portsmouth Comic Con which drew larger audiences than the year before and mikelh UKS GAYS 2F GNRGAY3I RSALAGS GKS Sk
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diverse as evidenced by the cosplayers from all walks of life. Our concerts conting@nificantly increased.

to represent the very best of national and international talent, and the Bournemoqﬂ‘ha”y, | would like to thank the fantastic management team and our employees for
Symphony Orchestra continued to present a fiftss concert series. their hardwork and dedication. The team has evolved over several years and they
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schools. The Trust has always prioritised the development of young talent and sifiid © © NBlj dzA NG iz RA3I RSSLI 02 asOdzNb
at the heart of its offer. Thousands of young people took part, my only sadness
that they were prevented from competing in the Finals due to the lockdown. We
return stronger and better next year!
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community to connect with our work. The culmination of thescovering the &E
Guildhallproject allowed so many people with cherished memories to share them

through an outstanding exhibition and two documentaries. We are grateful to the Mark Turner- Chair
National Lottery Heritage Fund for their invaluable support. We hope to continue the

legacy through the creation of a new Guildhall archive and further exhibition work in

the future.
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The Year in Summary
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275,344 users and visitors to the Guildhall.

Learning & Participation

115,000 people attended concerts in the concert hall.
5,000 people attended theatre, comedy and gigs in the Studio
79,500 users attended conferences, meetings, dinners and exhibitions.

6,500 people attended Portsmouth Comic Con and 1,800 Guildhall Games

Fest.

13,990 people engaged with our Learning and Participation Programme.

507,474 unique hits on Guildhall website

19,000 Facebook followers, 14,000 Twitter and 3,500 Instagram
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Rock & Pop Concerts
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Who We Are and What We Do

Background
The Guildhall Trust was formed in 2011 under its original name the Portsmouth Our Values
Cultural Trust. The organisation became a charity in 2013 delivering a programme
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Portsmouth Guildhall and its programme of concerts and activities. through performance and creative participation.

In 201819 the trustees and senior management undertook a strategic review of

the organisation. This initiated a-l#and and name change to the Guildhall Trust To Inspireg to continue to inspire our communities through our work and our
plus a redefining of core purpose, mission, vision and values. passion for the arts.

Our Core Purpose To Collaborate; we work and develop partnerships so that we can achieve more

To deliver inspirational opportunities so that people want to engage with culture together.
and the creative economy.

To Developg to continue to develop our people so that they can contribute more
Our Vision towards our success.
The Guildhall Trust will become a leading cultural organisation which places our

communities at the centre of everything we do so that we can inspire, entertain To Diversifyc to develop and diversify our offer, thereby engaging with our
and transform lives. audience and client base.

Our Mission

The Guildhall is committed to investing our skills and resources so that we can
deliver cultural and learning experiences of the highest quality whilst becoming
increasingly more resilient and sustainable.
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Review of the Year

Concert Hall Programme

The concert hall programme draws in audiences from far and wide. Whilst a
The Guildhall stages a mixed programme of concerts in the main concert hall.  sjgnificant proportion are local to Portsmouth, audiences regularly travel up to an
Working with national, regional and local promoters the work spans music and  hour to visitus. The Guildhalls the only large concert hall in Hampshire. The
comedy. In 20120 there were 52 rock and pop concerts and 18 comedy, this was {h@gramme is marketed extensively throughout Portsmouth and the region including
same number as the previous year. train stations in Havant, Petersfield and Fareham. The marketing team have a

Our audience attendance for most strands of our work was slightly down adgsbst pfirtnership with Global Radio to reach new audi.ences, utilise a_” the regqurces

year due to the loss of March events. Concert audiences were 71,698 a drop of 1§'(%!<etmaster can oﬁgr a,n,d S“Ppo“ promoters.wnh local campaigns. Digital

Comedy 33,489 down by just 5% and classical 10,493 down by 15%. Our analysi@a_rket'ng makes a significant impact and we increased engagement on Facebook ang
shows numbers would have been consistent with the previous year had all shows | Witter with a renewed focus on Instagram.

taken place. Our classical programme is split between performances by the excBiiamhemouth

Several contemporary and international artists featured includingli Sande ?ymphony Orc{:hgsyand_tr\]\ePo.[tsm(A)uth Champe[ I Se r\l\éhe SIS . p
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Melanie Martinezand The Dead SouthWe welcomed back form&enesiguitarist ; : ) : _ RN ~ . . A ,
th classical offeringsincluding2 t au Qa tftlySuax¥ . SSuUKz2033y

Steve HackeR y n Q& LINE Ivddliansand@I8D NiBefes §aNde music and V! =Tings Incill | 5 =
5WQa st a 6Sff NBUsENBECAGE Srithesinad GHow ek Bue ¢OKI Al 20a] e Qa. Equallytsey pelfoynied pojpiziaricé@hiemporary works

Comedy represents a substantial part of the programme; local and regional audien%fe@m music by Hans Zimmer and John Williaise Portsmouth Chamber Series

saw some of the best comedians touring the BKod Gilberteturned to touring for welcomed baclEnsemble 36@nd other concerts included tlsme Quarteand Trio

the first time in several years and sold out his concert last October. We also iartinu.
welcomed for the first time German comediatenning Wehnin September the stars
of Would | Lie to YoBrydon, Mack and Mitcheféatured over 3 successive nights.
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A Great Year of
Classical Music
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Guildhall Studio
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increased from 1927 to 4919 for 69 events, yielding an average audience of 81 an Bhambra local young people created a vast mural on the basement wall. The mural
increase of 17% against the previous year. gl a I NBLNbaSyulkuAzy 2T UKSAN NballZyap
heritage, with influence from their own persgnal struggles and drawings. The work wias

The programme settled downith anS |j dzk t YA E 2% OKA T RNBY Qaie\ldf§mchbidodrition witkrtdwerR & redidhafdorganisation which enables
gigs and theatreOurAssociate Producer, Ben Clabaurtured several young aspiring -niidren and young people through arts and culture to find their voice.
promoters who created new evenings for young bands and artists, many of whom were

f 20t ® / KAf RNEBRUIOAK S 200NB5 NIyt ydaR S Rhe [ TheRgtamotitikMusicExgeiedpythedirst flopr continued to draw in thousands of
target age group  year olds. New drama included one of the hits from the Edinburgi@ople throughout the year. The exhibition is managed by volunteers and covers
FringePolice Cops in Spaas well asThe Bureau of Untold StorieSeveral established @ SYSNJ t NB2Ya FSFudzZNAy3 | KAauz2NER 27 d
musicians performed includirgiki Dee and Carmelo, lan McNabiz Deborah
Bonham Emerging comedy artists suchtarry and ChrisAlex EdelmaandMax and
Ivandrew in great audiences.

The University of Portsmoutiontinued to curate an exhibition programme in the
lounge on the first floor. Student led work often chosen through competition feature
for up to three months.
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The Guildhall supported a wide variety of exhibitions. The highlight of the year was QU o v ughout the day anij during concerts. o i
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very ownDiscovering the GuildhédlEKA 6 AG A2y X GKS OdzZ YAY!I A
volunteers and our project team. The exhibition gives a fascinating insight to the

music, civic and social history of the Guildhall including twenirtutes films, recorded
memories, archive material and memorabilia. The project was generously supported

by the National Lottery Heritage Fund.
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The Guildhall Studio in Action!

Photographs courtesy of Vernon Nash




1950:
THE CGUILDHALL

A NEW BEGINNING

1,205 days after reconstruction began the rebuilt Guildhall was ready for staff to
move back in. Operation Re-entry ‘took place smoothly ... [in] four hours’ on 11
August 1958. The first council meeting was held on ¢ September 1958, 17 years
after it last met there. The following year - on 8 June 1959 - the Guildhall was
officially opened by Her Majesty The Queen, marking the beginning of a new
era for this much-loved building...

Her Majesty commanded me towrite to you without delay
QUEEN REOPENS | Vg she and the Ju<e of Zainburgh
enjo isit to SN yes! Their only regret
i ho gave them such
asplendid welcome must have got extremely wat during
the marning, Letter to the Lord Mayar of Pertsmouth,
from Buckingham Palace, 7 June 1559
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oy an orchestra which wein Pertsmouth
have come 10 lock upon as our own X

orchestra - an orchestra of great talent (S ‘| should definilely be opposed to

and musical ability. any suggestion that the Culldhall
1 B - 5 should fature popular artists’
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The Guildhall played host to a wide range of events during the 1970s. Big names
in music like Pink Floyd and T. Rex played the venue and the Guildhall's
Silver Jubilee celebrations were attended by the Queen herself, and
a multitude of memories were made for lacal residents...

‘We were realy surorised Pink Floyd came 1o the
re rather well khown at th
vas the first
perfermance of 1l 4 Side of the Moon. That
supposed to te the night befare at Brighton Dome but
because of technical diffizuities they didn’t get thraugh
the whale set Clas: oncert album which was
relezsed two menths later and became cne of the
world's top albums of all time.
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